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OUR SECRETSOCIETY
READING GUIDE QUESTIONS

When readers meet Mollie Lewis (Moon), in 1932, she’s living
abroad in Moscow, shooting a film called “Black and White.”
Why was travel important to African Americans in the Jim
Crow era? Where have you always wanted to travel?

Mollie sacrifices her new career plans to take care of her
mother during the Great Depression. Why do you think family
was so important to her?

Mollie and Henry Lee Moon kept their budding romance a
secret from their friends and family. Why do you think they did
this? Would you hide a romance from your loved ones?

What or who do you think of when you hear the term “power
couple”?

If you had to plan a dinner party at your home, what would be
on the menu?
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What new things have you learned about the Black art world
in the Harlem Renaissance era?

The old adage “more money, more problems” seems to ring
true in Mollie Moon’s life once she becomes a prominent
fundraiser. Why do you think she experienced such ridicule
from the press and from some of her peers?

The author uses the phrase “Black society” quite a bit in the
book. What do you think the term means? Does Black society
still exist today? If so, who belongs? Who doesn’t? And how
are those boundaries determined?

At every step in the book, it seems that Black Americans must
make difficult decisions about where and from whom to get
funding for the movement. Money from philanthropic
foundations and corporations often came with strings
attached. Money raised within the Black community was often
not enough to sustain the expanding movement. How might
you have solved the funding problem if you were one of the
“Big Six” civil rights leaders?

Which of the book’s characters do you think you’re most like?
Why?
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